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A BLEAK FUTURE FOR MALAYAN TIGERS

HE term habitut fragmenta

ton also means intrusion,

When rouds, structures or

agricultursl and logging
operations divide a natural territory
such an grussband, the aren is convid-
ered fragmented

Anoriginal wrea that s divided Into
onmalier and sometimes i isolated
parcel s called a habltat (sband. As o
rexult, troe cover may be kost or antmal
mlgrtory patterns may be disrupted,

Fragmentution con also divide ani-
mial populations into saller grougs,
making them more yulnerable to
prodaton or diseases. Anlmals miay
harve trouble locating food wnd water,

Encronchment miy bring new spo-
cles of plants or ankmaly, which can
eventually become invasive

Tigers need witer 1o drink, antmaly
to hunt wnd follage to hide in ardor to
sursive o the wikd,

Tigers ure disuppearing av the
mountaing, jungles, forests and long
grasses thit have long been home to
thee vanish.

Agricultural growth, wood harvest
Ing, new rads, human habitstion,
Industrlal expansion and hydropow-
er dams are pushing tigers Into ever
senalher wnounts of terrtory,

These forest portions are bordered
by lust-developing. Impoverished
human populations, Including an
Incrensing number of el hunters,

The wild tiger will perish I there Is no
forest,

An tigees campete foe teeritory with
people and Industry, they fnd fewet
and fewer food sources. Locals hunt
the niume prey as tigers, forcing tigers
torely on domestic antmuls and, in mre
cases, humans,

Due to the Inck of extensive natu-
ral forest cover, the Malayan tigom are
unable to adopt thelr natural behav-
lour or prevent intraspecien conflict,
thus encdungering thelr survival.

The Malayan thgers are one of the
workd's most leonic Wi animalks, yet
they are critically endangered, They
wsed to Inhabit much of thiv aren, but
wovere hiabitar loss, prey scarcity and

ching have decrensed thele nuim:
Jen o fewer thin 150,

They are found Inwmall pockets of
habltat throughout what remalns of
the forests n Malaysla, The Malasyan
tiger, n critically endangered subype:
Cles, s hanglng by athresd bn its nitive
home.

Recent plotures and news show:
Ing Malayan tigem oaming in the
open are stromg indlcatbony that they
are coming out of forests to forage o
food. to survive ind to breed

Thalr babitist has been destroyed,
degrded and fragmented by human
netivities, The dearing of fovesty for
ggrieulture aod thmber, as well ay the
bullding of road networks and other

Tagers foow exxierion as thede siatienal Jaebiean by reclced di 00 enerachimens, W DY SHANUL HAFIZ ZAM

development nctivities pose setlous
threnty 10 them.

Makuysla in on the brink of Josing
Ity Madiwysn thgers — Panthera tigris
Jackson) = which means the world 1s
one step closer to losing another tiger
sibspecies.

Nutwre hadd gifted us with ninesub-
spechen of tigers, Unfortunately, thive
subspecion are extinet, The Panthers
thyorls viegata (Casplan Tiger), Panthen
Chgris sondadcn Clava Tiger) and Pan-
thera Ugris balica (Ball Tiges) have all
been wiped off the fuce of the Earth

The Malayan tiger Is also felng
the threat of extinction

The Malayun tiger Iy the symbol
of Mulaysia's natlonal pride and It
stunds tall on our nutional coat of
AEmK o Jata Negara. It has boen a
natlonal fcon for decades,

For example, the Maliyan tiges
s been the miscot for the national
football team, as well ax lor compa-
ples such an Proton and Maybank

Belng part of our planet's natuea)
herltage, they have great cultural
and historical significance, Sadly,
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the Malayan thgers Bave not been so
lucky,

Inthe words ol Wild Heart Wikdlfe
Foundation founder and chief execu-
tive officer Paul Oxton: “Humanity
can no longer stand by In silence
while our wildlife are belng used,
wbused and explotted. 1t s time weall
stand together, to be the voice of the
voleelens before It's too lnte. Extine-
ton means forever”
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