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Billed RM695,598 for electricity

Bitcoin mining op suspected behind shockingly high power usage

By AUSTIN CAMOENS
sustin(thestor.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: An elderly man
wins shocked when he recelved a
notice from Tenagn Nasonal Bhd
(INI) cladming that he owed nearly
KM700000 for electricity usage

Wu Tuan Chiang, 71, said TNB
clabmed that the meter of the shop
lot he had rented out had been
tampered with

“Uhave boen rentlng out the shop-
Tot ot Bandar Puter] Puchong o an
IT solutions company since 2019,
and the compiny was supposedly
registered In fpoh, Perak

“On Dec 16, TNB sent mw the
notice clatming that the meter had
been tampered with, and they were
clabming RMEY559810 In electrd
city charges” he told reporters at
the MCA Public Services and Com
plaints Department yesterday.

He wakd they suspected thut the
shoplot had been used in a bitcoin
mining operation

“I hive been Iv)'lnt( 1o contact the
tepant sinee Dec 16 last yeor but to

0o vl ths far
"When 1 vislted the property, It
had already been cleaned out,” hw
wald, adding that he had lodged a
police report on the matter.
Meanwhile Ch'ng Y1 Quan, 24,
sald he recelved o letter on Dec 22

claiming e owned o TNB account
for an address ot Teluk Panglima
Larang
“They clatmed that the meter at
this address had also been wam-
jerod with, and were demanding
M77,089.25 in electricity charges
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Huge bill: Wy
(left) and Ching
showing the
police report
and a letter
from TNB
during the
press
conference in
Kuale Lumpur

- LOW LAY
PHON/The Star

“The only probiem here is that |
have never registered unr shoplot
for electricity,” Ch'ng sald, adding
that he yuspected someone had mis-
ustd hiv personal detalls to reglster
for electricity supply.

He clabmed that hie lost his iden
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?‘ card Lt yenr, and suspected that
the person who found it bad used it
for this

MCA Public Services and Com
Plalnts lw’mmn»m head Datuk Serd
Michael Chong sald they recelved
10 simdlar cases 5o far volving at
least RM1.75mil In losses

“In same of these cases, the syndi
cintes Use bogus real estate agents to
secure the tenancy so that they can
not be traced

“Our advice is that all landlords
must he proaceive in ensuring their
roperty bs used for only legitimate

ARSIness,

“They must alvo only deal with
registered real eatate agents” he
wald, adding that they would contact
INU i order 1o hold a dislogue on
the matter,

His legal adviser, Datuk Theng
Book, sald TNH metor readens must
be alert and thoroughly check
meters monthly.

“1t does not make sense that they
read these meters every month, but
only detect meter tampering after
Loy perfods of thime," he sald
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