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Expedrte initiatives to save our tigers

THE Wildlife Conservation Soclery Malaysia
Programme (WCS Malivsia) 5 heartened by
the news that the Wildlife Conservation
{Amendment) Bill 2021 has heen passed,

harve the best Lows but will still lose the fight to
conserve wildide i we do pot have sufficlent
enforoement capacity and sources 1 engarce
the liws

In the past couple of years, the government
had inlsated @ couple of major Initiarives to
< posching and  wildlife <rime. The
Bsodiversity  Protection  and  Patrolling
l'mgnmmc has brcu sﬂ up 10 mohilise

which provides heftier  punishments for
wikdlife offenders {(“Amendments o At 716
mare responsive 10 wildiife conservation
curent needs - Energy and Nanurad Resources
Minister Datuk Sert Takiywddin Hassan’
theSun, Oct 26).

Somwe of the nossble amendments indade
an increase in fines of up o KM million foe
certain offences, and an increase in jadl terms
up o fifieen years for others.

WCS Makaysia commuends the Eneegy anxd
Natural Resources Ministry and Wildlife and
National Parks Department foe spearhweading
1l passivg of tis Bill, and looks focwasnd 1o i
being formally gaxetted to potentially further
deter poachers fram carnyiag out their Segal
wtivities

In tanchem with this, there is also 2 need w0
increase the numbes of enfarcement persoanel
10 pacrad forests, beef up intelligence gathering
and increase capacty building on gathering
evidence 10 be able to prosecute wildiife
offenders. This is particalarty critical as we can

of veleran
amy pcrsunnel aned Orang Asli, This i one of
the most significant instlacives for on-the-
wround protection of wildlife, and also has
active participation by environmental non-
governmental coganisathans (NGO

Homver this needs to be inable aver

destructon of 460 wire snares and seizures
woeth RM2.7 mallion

This is nnnlhﬂ coammendable instiative bue
tw further srengthen these efforts, WCS
Malaysia hupes that the formation of 2 Wildlife
Crime Unit within the police force can be
enstiled 1o further aid enforcement as well &
mtelligence gathering on wikilife poaching and
trade syndicates, in which the police &5 well
equipped and trained W carry out

No less significant is the annuuncemnent by
Tukiyuddin recently abour the foemation of a
National Conservation Task Force [MyTTF)
that would be chasred by the prime minister,
This & exactly what environmensal NGO In

the long-term with the enabling of permanent
hired positions to not only ensure consistent
and suffickent boots on the groand bat akso as a
means  of  sustined  livelibood  and
empowerinent for the Orang Asli as stewards of
Conservacion.

Another notable initigtive is  Operasi
Bersepadu Khazanah, led by the police and the
Wikdlife and Natonal Parks Depastment, with
participation by othet enforoement agencies
and environmental NGO,

Earller this year, Operasi Bersepadu
Khazasah won international recognition for
bring voe of the winners of the 2020 Asia
Environmental Enforcement Awards Sor Its role
in the amest of 87 wilkdlife offenders,

Mal, havw been ad i for the past
decade, and this comes at a critical time when
preliminary results from  Malaysia's first
Nitional Tiger Survey bave shown that there
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management Gavourable for tger conservation
o be made and implemented.

Our nationsl symbaol is on e line, and we
st pull out all the staps (o peotect them from
going extinet. Through vanous government Jed
initiarives roled put over the past two years and
with the recent announcemsents, Makaysin
seems o be headed on the right directon in
making a stroag stand that we will not tolerate
wildiife poaching and egal wildlife tracke.

WS Malaysa is hopeful that through these
eforts we will stand a chance 10 hale the
decline and eventually tecover our tiger
Eupuhﬂcm. provided these nitiatives are

acked up with commitied political will,
sufficient fanding and tesource allocation,
comtinued  multi-agency  cooperation,
particularly from the police, with sll:p?«i up
ntelligence oo wikdlite poaching and trade

are less than 200 Mal Gigers ining in
the wilkd.

The formation of a Tiger Working Group
(MyTWG) a1t the siate level was  also
announced, which is much welcomed, as land
& a state kssue and the plight o save tigers
woakd peed W include effarts o halt habita
Jass of tigers and restore connectrvity in states
thart have the aatbsarity 10 do so.

Ulcimately, how MyTTF and MyTWG
structure themselves and work together will be
cruclal to ensure executive decisions an policy,
allocation of resources, enforoement and land

i chist Tead) 0 arvests and prosecution,
as well as unvanvering commitment from states
in halting oamaral forese clearing  and
fragmentation,

Bus time s of the essence, and how well we
mindmise the indtlatives and plug the gaps will
dictate how our wildlife will fare in the near
future,

Mark Darmaray < cauntry director of
the Wikdfe Conservation Society Mafoysia
amments
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