Unit Komunikasi Korporat

5
<
v
< ?
=l |WF:
x =
< — Z
ANn 5
> =
o ﬁ,m
X =IE
x| D)<
=IRI2|L
A4
FlS| kW
Z121S|a
o
<
m =
SRE
ol =z
s R
SHERE
ol%|2|3
oIS 2

THE Water, Land and Natural
Resources Ministry refers to
Harban Singh’s letter “Taman
Negara needs much better care”

- (The Star, Dec 17). In the letter, .

Harban had raised concerns over
several aspects pertaining to the
management of Taman Negara
Pahang and its surrounding areas.

One of the concerns raised was
the increase of the entry price into
Taman Negara Pahang. The cur-
rent rates and related fees collected
at Taman Negara Pahang have not
been increased since the park’s
establishment in 1939.

Due to high maintenance costs,
many parties have suggested a revi-
sion be made to match current
rates so the fees collected can be
used to restore the country’s biodi-
versity resources as well as for the
conservation of biodiversity in the
park area.

Discussions and meetings on the

proposed entrance permit fee at
Taman Negara Pahang were held
earlier involving relevant parties
including the Wildlife and National
Parks Department (Perhilitan)
before being brought for approval
by the Pahang State Government
Council Meeting (MMK).
Following research and discus-
sions with various parties, MMK-
approved a new entrance fee to
Taman Negara Pahang on Oct 16,
2019. Further notification of the

- new fee will be published as soon

as the fee has been gazetted.

With regard to Harban’s remarks
on logging activities outside Taman
Negara Pahang, this is beyond the
jurisdiction of Perhilitan.

Currently; logging activities in

~ areas adjacent to Taman Negara

Pahang are controlled by the

Pahang state government through .
the Forestry Department and
Director General of Lands and

~ Mines Department, Pahang, with a

buffer zone of at least 1.5km-2km,
depending on the circumstances

_and location to conserve the envi-

ronment and border security.
On the concern over the condi-

tion of Sungai Tembeling, it should
- Parks (AHP) since 2003. AHP repre-

be noted that the Health Ministry
conducts water quality tests on the
river every six months. :

No reports of any contamination

in the river were reported.

However, Taman Negara Pahang
has been engaging with local
authorities through the Jerantut
District Coordination Committee

- Meeting platform in the event of

water pollution in the river.

“The department currently engag-
es with the Environment Depart-
ment as well as other relevant
authorities in order to ensure a
more coordinated and effective
enforcement.

Taman Negara Pahang was
declared one of the Asean Heritage

sents efforts to conserve areas of
particular biodiversity importance
or exceptional uniqueness by

" member states of the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations.

.. Asean environmental ministers

signed the Asean Declaration on
Heritage Parks on Dec 18, 2003.

k's biodiversity

Asean member countries agreed
that “common cooperation is neces-
sary to conserve and manage AHP
for the development and implemen-
tation of regional conservation and
management action plans as well as
regional mechanisms complemen-
tary to national efforts to imple-
ment conservation measures.”

The Asean Centre for Biodiversity
serves as the secretariat of the
Asean Heritage Parks Programme.

For more information, visit
https://environment.asean.
org/asean-declaration-on-herit-
ageparks/ Eagaa
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