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KUALA LUMPUR: The amend-
ments to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Act 2010, which received a
unanimous vote in the Dewan
Rakyat on Tuesday, will better
protect wildlife in the country,

Wildlife experts said the
amendments showed that the
government was committed 10
addressing wildlife issues, from
poaching to illegal trade, Includ-
ingonthe Internet.

Society of Certified Risk Pro-
fesslonals advisory council mem-
ber Daruk Dr Dionysius Sharma
described the mising of finesand
|all terms as the first step in ad-
dressing crimes against wildlife.

“We must not let our guard
down, despite the increase In
fines and jail term.

“We must keep improving and
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Datuk Dr bfanysl‘us Sharma

Increasing our enforcement. In-
cluding joint enforcement with
various agencies, Poachers are
out there and we need strict en-
forcement.”

Dionysius, a former chief ex-

ecutive officer of WWF-Malaysia,
sald: "Poachers have thelr Intel-
ligence network to beat the sys-
tem, so enforcement agencies
musz beef up theies too.”

He said at the international lev-
cl. enforcement agencies should
work with the international Po-
lice (Interpol}.

“We must collaborate by pro-
viding tnformation and not shy
away out of fear of giving Malay-
sia a bad name.”

He sald there was a need to
educate the judiciary on wildlife
crimes, “We can invite and col
laborate with the public w be-
come informanis 10 stop the ex-
ploitation of natural treasures,”

The amendments would en-
sure that poachers and illegal
wildlife traders faced higher
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penalties and longer jail terms.

The amendment covered the
scope of protection on wildlife
that was not in line with the cur-
rent situation and technology. as
there was no provision on penalty
for those advertising the sale of
wildlife online.

[t increases the maximum fine
from RMS00,000 to RM1 million,
with the maximum jail term In-
creased from 1010 15 years.

Bringing Back Our Rare Ani
mals executive director Dr John
Payne said the amendmenis
would lead to a more effective
crackdown on the sale of wildlife
on social media.

“This is great news because
catching poachers in the forest
has always been a big challenge,
while the ability to intervene in

Unit Komunikasi Korporat | Kementerian Tenaga dan Sumber Asli

No. Tel. : 03-8000 8000 I Faks : 03-8889 4763 1 Web : www.ketsa.gov.my

n KeTSAMalaysia

u KeTSAMalaysia

the digital part of the trade has
been difficult over the past
decade”

He said while there was a need
to curb wildlife trade. It was also
timely for the government 1o in-
troduce fresh policies that helped
recover severely depleted wildlife
populations.

Citing Sumatran rhino as an ex-
ample, Payne sald there were not
encugh rhinos in any one place
and most females were infertile.

“We need to address popula-
tion size, reproduction rate, re-
productive pathology, and genet
lcs If we do not want to see more
species go extinet.”

Payne said the last clusters of
rare specles must be allocated
enough space and food to breed
and recover.
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