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CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
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INDOCHINESE LEOPARD

IN GRAVE DAN

Big cat subspecies
poached to near
extinctionin
Southeast Asia

KUALA LUMPUR

HE Indochinese leopard,
which had been poached
to near extinction, is now
critically endangered in
Southeast Asia. '
According to the International
Union for Conservation of Na-
ture’s (IUCN) Red List update
published last month, the assess-
ment of the subspecies found
that the leopard population had
declined by more than 80 per
F cent across its historical range in
the past two decades.
This was largely due to indis-
criminate snaring and poaching.
“The World Wide Fund for Na-
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ure Red List has

placed the Indochinese leopard as critically endangered. PIC TAKEN FROM

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

‘ture (WWE) is deei:nly concerned

by the decline in the Indochinese
leopard population. ‘

“It is critical for the govern-
ments in the region to take ac-
tion. We have a collective respon-
sibility to ensure the remaining

populatiofis do not go extinct,”
said nternational’s Asia
Pacific régional director Dr A.

Christy Williams.

“The new listing of the Indochi-
nese leopard as critically
endangered is based on an as-
sessment conducted by conser-
vation and research organisa-
tions Panthera and The Wildlife
Conservation Research Unit of
Oxford University in July last
year. :




