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VWATER SECURITY

The problem is with
_brazen polluters,
~not how vulnerable
‘the manholes are, -
~says IWK CEO
‘THARAN)-’:AIA%UMUGK&_‘;"' s = e

KUALALUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

: AT—_I'ONAL ’ sewera:ge

Konsortium Sdn Bhd
(IWK) recently came

undei:ﬁre for the odour pollution

that caused a major water supply
disruption in the Klang Valley.
The public and the Selangor
““government were quick to point
fingers at IWK, asitwas found that
contaminants had been disposed
of in a IWK sewage manhole in
Bandar Bukit Mahkota. The water
disruption affected 1.5 million res-
- idents in Petaling, Hulu Langat,
Kuala Langat and Sepang.

IWK chief executive officer

that IWK was a victim of van-
dalism and called on the author-
ities to come down hard on those
guilty of causing pollution.
«This is an act of vandalism. The
_ problem here is not about how
vulnerable the manholes are, but
the brazen polluters,” he said in

~ an interview with the New Straits

Times. : :
He said private tankers carrying

domestic waste water and indus-

trial tankers should be regulated.
“They cannot be allowed to op-

_erate freely. Industrial tankers

carrying chemicals should head to
(integrated hazardous waste man-
agement centre) Kualiti Alam. But
they want to save money and take
the easy way (by dumping it in
manholes).” ; o
Kualiti Alam owns and operates
~.the only integrated hazardous
waste management centre in
Malaysia, Kualiti Alam Waste

Management Centre in Negri

Sembilan. The centre has the li-
~ cence to handle 76 categories of 77

| company Indah Water

Indah Water Konsortium chief
executive officer  Narendran
Maniam says private tankers
carrying domestic waste water

and industrial tankers should be

regulated

scheduled wastes listed,imder' the
‘Environmental Quality (Sched-

uled Wastes) Regulations 2005.

] Ziss Narendran believed the issue of .
- Narendran Maniam maintained

raw water pollution should be

_ prioritised by all stakeholders as
it could pose severe national se-
curity risks and hoped the De-

partment of Environment of the
Energy, Science, Technology, B1-
vironment and Climate Change
Ministry would enforce stricter
measures.

Other authorities that could
play a bigger role in protecting
our water resources, he said, were
state governments, local coun-
cils, National Water Services
Co‘mgission-, Selangor Water
Man ent Authority and Pen-

gurusan Air Selangor 1 Bhd.
He said pubh?c’ﬁgv;le_rage;t_reat- s
- manholes nationwide and almost
80,000 are located above water
“intake points. We have approx-
imately 1,500 sewage treatment

ment plants (STPs) treated human
waste, not industrial ‘waste, so
that was why the plants could not

~ detect toxic or chemical waste.

“Treated effluent from the STPs
is released into drains or water-
ways. In this case, it was released
into Sungai Beranang that flows
into Sungai Semenyih. This is a
raw water source for the Sungai.

‘Semenyih water treatment plant.”

 Narendran said the area target-

ed by polluters appeared to be

~ isolated, comprising bungalow

lots with several units already
built. . S5 .
“The culprits opened one of the
manholes and dumped the black
solvent, which has a strong smell.
If we compare this with the i1
incident in September, the cul-
prits appear to have moved to a -

_‘differeri‘t location.”

SECOND INCIDENT THIS YEAR
Narendran said since the Bukit

Mahkota STP had been affected

twice this year, IWK took mea-
sures to protect manholes, in-
cluding covering 20 of them in
the area with premix (tar) and
plugging several others. :
“We will have to desludge these

manholes on a weekly basis using

‘tankers instead of having the

sludge flow directly to the STP. It
is extra cost and work for us.”
Such measures, although effec-

_tive, were not infallible as the pre--

mix could be removed and pol-
luters could also find manholes
in other areas. : ‘

“There are more than 400,000

plants above water intake points.

* Are we going todo this at all man-

holes? What would the capital ex-
I?e.nditu,re'be?'?:-I}Iaxendxan.asked.
~ “We have to scrape the tar each
time for desludging ot to carry
out maintenance works and later
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Rubbish floating in a river near Jalan Chain F
continue to find easy ways to discard, waste, W

if tankers were

tankers or
5C substances into

reapply them. It is not an intel- pl
ligent solution, but we have no
choice. We don’t want this to re- P

d manholes were always
uld b d

ways to dispose of waste,
ehold toilets, comm

Ac

hibited effluent or

" noxious matter should not be dis-
charged into public sewer or pub-
sewage treatment Works. :
A person who commits an of-
‘e is liable to a fine not ex-
~ ceeding RM100,000 or imprison-
ment not exceed

" (Act 655), pro

removed when an area becam lischarged e Sungai menyih cau sed by irresponsible
more populated to ensuresmooth  Linggi water C i G parties who disposed of ;fbilegﬂ.'
‘He urged the publictop ytheir waste with solvent into an inlet

flow of waste water. He said the

Bukit Mahkota STP and other part by taking pictures of suspi- pearalWKplant.



