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Kelantan will not halt logging

We are abiding by terms set by Forestry Act, says state government

KOTA BARU: The Kelantan govern
ment will not stop logging activities
In the state as they are carried out in
accardance with the rerms and con-
ditions stipulated under the National
Forestry Act, says Deputy Mentri
fesar Datuk Mohd Amar Nik
ulbah.

He said each stain was given a
quota by the Natlonal Forestry
Council and there was a condition
where after the felling of trees
reforestation must be carried aut in
the aren.

He also sald the trees had a certain
age period, whereupon ufter o cer-
tain od, they had to be felled to
avodd them talling onto, and destroy-
ing other growth

“Tor example. if the quota given
for this year s 3.000ha, then we
should not exceed the 3000ha
Otherwise, we will be subject to
action by the Natlonal Forestry
Council The quota i not determined
Ly the state, but the Natlonal Forestry
Council

“Logging provides revenue not

only for Kelantan, [n fact. almost all
stutes depend on forest products
r*&mnl]\' Pahang and Sarawak,” he
told reporters after atending Mentri
Besar Datuk Ahmad Yakob's 2022
New Year message event at Kot
Darulnaim Complex yesterday,

Maohd Amar sald this when asked
on an online petition for a momtori
wm on logging and to preserve for
ests a8 & bulwark against floods,
which has received nearly 200,000
signatures

According to Bernama, the peti

tion, titled “Henti Pembalakan &
Kemusnahan Alum Sekarang”™, wis
co-spansored by the Muslim Youth
Movement of Malaysia (Abim) and
an  environmental group, the
Association for the Protection of the
Natural Heritage of Malaysia (Peka)

The petition was kunched to urge
the government to Impose & morato-
rium on logging activities for the
time being following the catastroph-
Ie foods.

Mohd Amar added that Joggzing
activities were not the main cause of

the floods in the state, as it had been
a phenomenan that occurred simost
avery year

“Furthermore, no ree falling ls
allowed between  October  and
Decermnber due to the monsoon sea-
LT

"Those that were swept by the
floods (during the manscon seasan)
may have been felled before that
penod and stored ot the Beta (og
stornge area),” he sald and urged the
public to not blame logging activities
alone as the cause of the floods
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