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Malayan Tiger rapidly becoming extinct

THE Malayan Tiger, a national
symbol, is expected to become
extinct within the next decade if
nothing is done to save them, said
Datuk Seri Dr Wan Junaidi Tuanku
Jaafar.

“The Malayan Tiger is under
threat of extinction. Data shows
that the tiger population is at a very
worrying level.”

He said data from the first
National Tiger Sun@{ 2016-2020
revealed that there are less than 200
tigers left in the wild.

“Based on these figures, we will
lose the species within the next five
to 10 years if no extraordinary
action is taken to save them.” said
the Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department.

He was replying to a question
raised by Che Alias Hamid
(PN-Kemaman) during Question
and Minister Time in Parliament
yesterday.

Wan Junaidi replied on behalf of
Energy and Natural Resources
Minister Datuk Seri Takiyuddin
Hassan after the latter tested posi-

tive for Covid 19.

As such, Wan Junaidi informed
the House that the Cabinet has
approved a nine-point strategic con-
servation plan for implementation
between 2021 and 2030.

It includes the setting up of the
National Tiger Conservation Task
Force, he said.

“This involves the setting up of
the Malayan Tiger Conservation

Unitunder the Wildlife and National
Parks Department, and a wildlife
crlanc bureau under the police,” he
said.

Wan Junaidi said the loss of
natural habitat due to deforesta-
tion and the over-hunting of the
Samba Deer are among the reasons
for the declining tiger population,

He said that connecting frag-
mented sections of the nation’s
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Save them
now: Data
from the first
National Tiger
Survey 2016-
2020 shows
there are
fewer than
200 Malayan
Tigers left in
the wild.
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Central Forest Spine was also
among the measures that could
be taken to enlarge the tiger’s hab-
at,

He said that the moratorium on
the hunting of Samba Deer, which
ends this November, must be con-
tinued as well.

He said it was also crucial for the
nation to develep a tiger-breeding
programme.
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