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RESTORATION AND REHABILITATION

New lease of life
for Tasik Chini

TN ALAGESH
KUANTAN

Newsenst.eom.my

“A moratorium was imposed
on the Issuance of new licences
for mining work and currently

RIO-DIVERSITY-rlech
Tasik Chinl, located
near here, which was

once marred by long-
standing environmental lssues
resulting from unregulated min
Ing and land clearing activities Is
on the path to recovery.

The Pahang government has
embarked on restoration and re-
habilitation work at the country's
second largest freshwater lake
with the support from varlous
quarters, Including the Orang
Asli Hiving near the lnke,

Menter! Besar Datuk Sert Wan
Rosdy Wan Ismall suld there was
now gero-mining hotivity near
the lake after two operators,
whose licences were supposed to
explre this year, were [ssued with
astop-work order,

there Is no mining In the lake
ares, Two exinting operators were
ordered to stop thelr work much
eurlier before their Heence expiry
this month,

“The Pahang government has
been doing much to restore the
Inke area and work Iy ongolng,

“1 would say that the lake Is
enjoying a new lease of life. Kt
forts to restore the greenery
around the mining site on the
hills near the lake Is progressing
smoothly, Including the replant-
ing of ground cover crops.”

Wan Rosdy siald this after the
ground breaking for the RM2.8
million Foodlawn.Kome food
court (n Tanjung Lumpur here
yesterday,

Wan Rosdy sald the Orang Asll
living near the lake were part of
the rehabllitation efforts by as-

The Pahang government has embarked on vestoration and reabilitation work at 'nuk Chind with the

sisting to produce forest tree
seedlings and bamboo saplings
sultable to be planted near the
Take and former mining areas,
Wan Rosdy, who visited the
Inke to check on the replanting
rocess last week, sald he would
making another trip early next
year to ensure that the lake re-
turned a8 a popular tourist at-
traction,
Tasik Chinl came under the
spotlight In early June when

suppart from various quarters, including the Orang Ast Hving near the lake, 910 0y PRz M2 svanG

news emerged that the Pahang
vernment had given the green
Ight to a royalty-linked company
o carry out mining operations in
the vicinity of the lake.

However, on June 12, the State
Land and Mines director’s office
clarifled the issue by saying that
no now mining Heences hn':flwcn
awarded since March 2019,

On June 1, Regent of Pahang
Tengloa Hassanal [brahim Alam
Shah Al-Sultan Abdullah In-
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structed that the Chinl forest re-
serve be expanded to provide bet-
tor protection to plants and an-
Imals near the lake, and ordered

Ining work to be stopped

Wan Rosdy had, on June 25,
announced that rehabilitation
work at an estimated cost of
RM20 million would be carrled
out in an area covering 600ha in
Tasik Chinl that was affected by
mining activities., Work began
last August,



http://www.ketsa.gov.my/

