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‘Re-gazette Pasir Panjang beach and stop illegal sand mining'

MANJUNG: Turtle landing and

pcotourism activities as well as the

cal structure of Pasir Panjang

ach will be destroyed if the state

government does not re-gazette the

area, says Sehabat Alam Malaysia
(SAM),

SAM lleld researcher Meor Rizak
Meor Abdul Rahman sakd the area
was de-gazetted on Feb 2, 1989, and
snce then, various tree planting
pmp*mmn\vn had been Imploment
ed before belng threatened by an
{legal sand extraction project since
list November

He sald several NGOs Nled o com
plaint over te matter on Nov 4,

“The local ¢ Wty thowght

Inspected  the area in  early
December, which is why they were
shocked to see movement of sand
mining machinery there since it
wias fenced up on Dec 28

“We went to the area sevoral days
ago and found treey in the forest
area had been thorprd 0 mike
way lor heavy vehicles to transport
the extracted sand,

“Cut trees were plled up in addi
ton o environmental destruction.
This I8 very sad,” he sald,

Meor Razok claimed that to date,
about 30% of the 130ha area had
beoen encroached and i was leared
that this would affect the turtle
landing site, the coastal ecosystem,

action wils taken when they were
Informed that the authorities had

on well ax andmals such i the sun
bears and their natural habitar.

He sild based on the National
Phywical Mlan, all turtle landing sites
In the peninsuba, Including the Pasie
Panjang beach, were categorised an
Ranle 1 ESA (enwironmentally sensi-
tive area), which can only be used
for activities Involving low-impoct
touristn, education und research.

Checkes by Bernama found felled
treen, piles of wood, s well as the
presence of three sand dredgers in
the area, which had been marked
ﬁlh barricade tape by the authorl.
tes,

According o previous reports,
Manjung Municipal Council sald it
had not recelved any application
for sand mining activity and had
lued o stopwork order agalnm
the project,

—

Looming danger: The beautiful Pantal Pasir Panjang, which s part of
the turthe landing site In Segari, In under threat of destruction.
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