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THE recent spate of landalides in
Kuals Lampur oceurred mostly in
alder neighbourhoods, where there
has not been any development for
decades, the Kuala Lampur mayor
Nays

Datuk Seri Mahadi Che Ngah
sald the majarity of arems that
experienced landslides were older
townships like Nangsar and Taman
Duta, with no construction sites
located nearkby,

“As such, ll’Tu wrong 1o blame
averdevelopment for these occur-
rences,” he said

He atded that xome areas in
Nangsar Indah, the landslide
occurred on vacsnt land

“Alotof It has to do with the sl
structure of the ares.” Mahad| said,
explaining that the amount of
witter the earth could hold depend-
o on the l;;pr of soll

“soll with a lot of clay and silt
can hold more wator. Loose soll
structure, an the other hand, won't
be able 1o absorh water and this
can result in sope fallure after o
continuous downpour”

The mayor sadd that since Dec 18,
over 50 areas In Kuala Lumpur
were alfected by landslides precipl-
tated by the continuouy heavy rains
that weakened the soll stracture

One of the worst landstides in the
clty was ut fadan Palimbayan Indah
in Kampung Sungal Penchala

“This In an old area with kam-
pungaryle houses on steep \ln‘)n
with no propor infrastructure Hke
dratnage,

STAHMETRO, WEDMNESOAY & JANUARY 2022

The landslide in
Jalon Palimbayoan
Indah in Kampung
Sungal Penchaln
on Dec 20, 2021
affected 2684
realdenta. ~ Fileplc

(Far left) Rosldents
of four blocks In
Sefl Duta 1
Condominium who
were alfected by o
landslide were
advised 10
evacuate. ~ Photo
courteny of DRKL

‘Recent landslides mostly
in older neighbourhoods’

Soil structure and heavy, continuous rains
main causes of incidents, says KL mayor

“These houses were bulll hap
hazardly many years ago and over
tme, heavy ralns had loosened the
earth, resulting in landslides

“In fact, before this incldent, we
inntalled shoterete walls along an
affected stretch to control erosion,
Houses there were not alfected by
the recent inchdent,” Mahad) old
SturMetro

Areus lhee Taman Duta, Bangsar
and Nukdt Damansara — which are
Jocated on slopes and have not
been developed for the past 20
youry — were also aflucted, he
noted.

“In these areas, the laindalide was
not the result of human activiry
1ike development or tree cutting.
but due to gravity and friction
from soll moverment and constant
rains” he said

Though some have blamed the
recent floading on overdevelop
meont, Mahadi pointed out thit new
projects had been designed 1o cater

to the likelihond of such incidenty,

“We have alrendy planned for
new budldings to be Sood-resilient
und equipped with infrastructure
sueh as dradnage and storage facill
thes to hold witer and divert any
excens during heavy ratny,

“That In how we control the dis
charge so that existing facilitios lile
dratn and monsoon drains would
not be affected by the excess
water”

Mahadl said the anly time the
infrastructure coudd not withstand
an overflow wans when the volume
of water wis overwhelmingly high
due to continuous ralns that
excoeded the capacity of the drains

On the cityy 1‘:“! mitigation
[)m]m:ln. he sald 173 flood hotspots
rad been tdenttlied since 2019,

Many of the areas fuce dralnage
ssues and are unable 0 cope with
the capacity of the water and rub>
bish, he said,

“From 174, we zoomed in on 19

critical nrems. Work Is ongoing to
improve the infrastructure there,"
he sald.

Mahadi also sakd there were 22
major projects angoing, with some
i Choras near the MIET station and
{ulun Duti, while the une ut

Intversitl Malayis had been com
pleted,

These arons were not aflected by
the recent loods

“1was Informed by the DID
(Dralnage and Treigation
Department) that what happened
an Dec 18 and 19 was beyond any
thing they had sxpected or antich
pated

“The annual rainfall in Kuals
Lampur i Z,400mm, but on Dec 18
the raintall exceeded the average
ralafall for a month and this oceurs
anly once in every 100 years

“And if that happens, we need (o
review the designs for future
developmants since wo can o
longer rely on the duta based on
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Mahadi: Over B0 aress In Kuala
Lumpur were affocted by
landalides since Dec 18

100 years anymore.

“Hottorm Lline Iy we lave to pccept
the fiet that climate change and
wobal warming are going to play a
mafor role in increasing the risk of
foading in the future

“We all need to play a role to
counter or mitigate that” he con
cluded
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