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Roadmap to protect forests

Malaysia among 28 countries to ink initiative at climate conference

By SIM LEOI LEOI
and JUNAID IBRAHIM
nerwsdeskidthestar com my

PETALING JAYA: Malaysa will be among 28
countries putting thelr signarures to an inm-
ative to profect forests during the United
Natlars Climate Conlevence in Glasgow
Scotland

As a key producer of paim cil, Malaysia has
been involved in consultations over the panst
year on tie Forest, Agricaliure and Cammo
dity Trade (FACT) Diajogue Roadmap of
Activas

The sthers who have agreed to the Initls
tve include lapan, Indenesin, the United
Kingdom, the United States and the European
Union

Malaysia 15 represented ot the United
Nations Framework Convention on Chimate
Change (UNFCCO) COP 26, which started on
Oct 31 and 15 scheduled to run untll Noy 14

Environment and Water Minister Datuk
Seri Tuan [brahim Tuan Man would lead the
Malaysian deleganon on Nov % and 10

The madmap = expected to be “unpacked”
during an svent today,

Among ochers, the purpese of e FACT
dialogue is to promote sustainable devel
opment and trade of agricultural com
modites while protecting and mansg
ing sustanably forests and ather ot
cal ecosysterns

It nlodt to agree on peinciples foe
collaboratve acton, o shared road-
map om sustainable land wuse and
international trade, and (0O take
action now to protect lorests whdle
promoang development and trade.
According to & joint statement
msued by the conference on Sunday,
the FACT Dindogus has wentified an
indicative roadmap of sctisns on &
key and related areas of work - trade and
market deveolopment; smaltholder sup
port; traceshility and transparescy; and
research, developenent and INNOVaTon.

“We comumit to continue our dialogue inan
open and Inclusive manaer, based on our
respective national Interests, Clrommsiances
and capacities. We will meet regularly as
ministers o give direction to this proces*
the statement added,

On Sunday, Bruish Prisme Minister Bors
johnsan, as cohost of the comference
announced the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration
on Poreses and Land Use, which brimgs togech
umnitries from around the world to
westation by 2030

The doclaration is being touted as a way of
versing facest boss by address-
4 ecomomic drivers and mobilising
global finance into forest canservation and
protecsan.

Malaysia hopes 10 reduce the iInensay of
greemhouse gas (GHG) smission across the
economy by 45% bawed on the Grem
Damestic Prodoct (GDP) I 2030, which
is 10% higher than the eardier target
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SMalayssan Nature Society president Prof Dr
Abmad [smadl desoribed FACT 23 3 good ini-
tiative which Malaysia should emphasise an
10 matvtain forests & pledged at past cimate
change susumits.

“Malaysia s cormmined in s efTort to main-

tain the natural forest cover
ol more than 50% of ils
totsd land mass as
pledged at the

INVESTIGATIVE

e JOURNALISM.

Read more on R.AGE's impact
on Malavsia's media landscape

1992 UN Ko Earth Smmmic™ be sad

He sud through several other mitiatives
such as the ecological fiscal transfer scheme
for the states (o comerve and prosecye large
and continuous areas of forests, this was able
0 reduce human and wikiife conflicr and
also prosect endangeved species

The forests involved are the Central Fovest
Spines in the pendnsula and Heart of Bormeo
in Sabah and Sarewak. (Heart of Bomeo also
encompastes  Kalimantan, Indonesia, and
Beunel)

Prof Ahmad said 0 ensure the commi-
ment to preserve the enviromment, the plan
watson and related industries must pay far the
cost of deforestation and mantaining forests

He ako suggesed that the government
mtroduce progier guidelines or o formula For
[}

“How big an urban forest that we need and
how the forest can help in terms of temper
ature, flood, carbon stocks, oxygen, absorb-

Ing GHG (greenhouse gat) emissson” he
added.

Ciing Bukit Persekusuan, Buki Gasing
and Keta Damarsarh as oxamples, Prod
Alunad sabd the local asthorities should
pay for the forest conservation pro-
gramme for e bemeflt of the urban
population

"I we expose the earth 10 deforestn
tion, we will dese our carbon (gasi

“if we keep the faresss, it will absorb
carbon dioxide and heldp & mansging cli
mate ssues and global warming bessdes
saving the wildife habitae”™ he added

Fishermen
secure boats
in anticipation
of monsoon

KOTA BARU: Fishermen in Kampung Pulau
Gajal, Sabak in Penglalan Chepa here, hive
Dbegun making preparutions, including bring
ng their boats to shore, with the arrival of the
porth-east monsoon when fshing sctivities
are no losger sale due (0 the rough seas
Sormwe 40 fshermen Lo! 1ogether i a "ot
sng-royong” to get thedr boats anto dey land 1o

prevent e from being damaged by the
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