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CONSERVATION

SAVING OUR WILDLIFE

HE Wildlife Conserva-

tion Society Malaysia Pro-

gramme (WCS Malaysia) is

heartened by the news that
the Wildlife Conservation (Amend-
ment) Bill 2021 has been passed In
the Dewan Rakvat recentdy. which
provides heftier punishments for
wikdlife offenders.

Some of the notable amendments
include an increase in fines of up to
RM1 milltan for certain offences and
jail termys of up ta 15 years for others,

WCS Malaysia commends the
Energy and Natural Resources Min-
istry and the Departrment of Wildlife
and National Parks for spearheading
the effort to pass the bill and looks
forward to it being gazetted 1o deter
poachers.

There [5 also & need to increase
enforcement personnel to patrol for-
es1s, beel up intelligence gathering
and increase capacity-building on
gathering evidence in order to pros-
ecute wikilife offenders.

“This is critical as we can have the
best laws, yet still base this fight ta
conserve wiidlife without sufficient
enforcement capacity and resources
1o enforce the laws.

In the past few years, the govern-
ment had initiated major initiatives
to curb poaching and wildlife crimes.
The Biodiversity Protection and

Patrolling Programme has béen set
up to mobilise hundreds of patroflers
conssting of veteran army personnel
and Orang Asli

This is one of the most signifi-
cant initiatives for on-the-ground
protection of wildlife, with active
the particlpation of enviranmen-
tal non-govermental organisations
(NGOs)

This has tobe sustained in the loag
term by enabling permanemnt hired
pasitions to net only ensure cansist-
entandsufficient boots on the grounxd
bur also gz a meansof sustalned lveli-
hood and empowerment of Orang Asli
as stewards of conservation.

Another notable initiative is Ope-
rasi Bersepacdu Khazanah, led by the
Royai Malaysia Police (PDRM)and the
Deparmment of Wildfife and Nanonal
Parks with the participation of cther
enforcement agencles and environ-
mental NGOs.

Earlier this year, Operasi Berse-
padu Khazanah won international
recognition when it emerged as one
of the winners of the 2020 Asia Envi-
ronmental Enforcement Awards for
s rofe In arresting 87 wikdlife offend-
ers, destroving 460 wire spares and
carrying out seizures worth RM2.7
millioa.

This is another commendable
Initiative, but te strengthen these

efforts, WCS Malaysia hopes that the
formation of a Wildlife Crime Unit
under PORM could be activated o aid
enforcement, as well as intelligence
gathering on wildlife poaching amd
trade syndicates in which FDRM is
wedl equipped and trained.

No lesssignificant Is theannounce-
ment by Enetiy and Natural Resourc-
es Minister Datuk Seri Takiyuddin
Hasgan on the formation of a National
Conservation Task Force (MyTTF)
chalred by the prime minster.

Thisiswhat environmental NGOs
have been advocating for the past dec-
ade and It has come at a crivical time
when peeliminary results from Malay-
sia’s first National Tiger Survey show
that there ane fewer than 200 Malayan
tigers Jeft in the wild.

The formation of a Tiger Workang
Group (MyTWG) at the state level is
also much welcome as land is a state
issue and the efforts to save tigers
needwinclude measuresto halt habi-
tat Joss of tigers and restore connectiv-
ity in which states have the authority
o da 50,

Ultimately, haw My TTF and MyT-
WG structure themseives and wark
together will becrucial toensure how
executive decisions on paolicy. alloca-
100 of resouross, enforcement and
land management favoarable for tiger
conservation are implemented.

protect aor wildlife, PIC B GHAZALL KORI

Our rational symbol ison the line.
We must pull out all the stops to pro-
tect them from going extinct.

Judging by the initlatives rolled
out In the past two years and recent
announcements, looks like Malaysia
is headed in the right direction 10
make a strong gand that we will not
tolerate wikilife poaching and illegal
wildlife trade.

WCS Malaysta Is hopeful that
through these efforts, we stand a
chance to curb the decline and even-
tually recover our tiger population,
provided that these initiatives are
backed by committed political wilk,
sufficient funding and resource alio-
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11 is hoped that the Wikdlife Conservarion (Amendment) Bili 2021 will betrer

cation, continuos multiagency coop-
eration, particularty PDRM, enhanced
intelligence on wildlife poaching and
trade syndicares that lead to anests
and prosecution, as well as unwa-
sering commnitments from states in
halting natural forest clearing and
fragmentation.

There is hope, but time is of
essence and how well we execute the
recently anneunced Initiatives and
plug ingaps will dictate how our wild-
Lifee will fare in the reear future
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