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Trail of destruction
on Penang Hill

Trees stripped
of bark, left
to slowly die

By LO TERN CHERN
andylo@Pestar com my

GEORGE TOWN: Abowt 40 sature
trees aloag the Penang HIS raage
were found 10 have been severely
vandalned by unknown parties

The trees along the hiking trall
Detween Station 3% and Station 45,
abosit & kdosetre behind the Penang
Tt Cub s Ayer an's Rille Range
1lats, were found hacked widh the uwe
of sbharp instruments 46 esaure thelr
sow dessh, & method called giedling
e ring bachaeg

By removing » band or ring of bark
around a tree, all the wary %o 1t haed
wood core, the parts above the ring
will die off as sugans produced by the
leavey photovymthesis camme Teach
the rocts.

Several of the 40 tees that were
found 10 be girdled on the way 10
Dukit Condanas were alroady dead
sod were being fed on by termines
while athers bore fresh cuts, judging
from tw seeping sap on them

ke On Thursday (HOT) group
coondinasor 5. Rnvindran, G0 s
they first found 10 trees girdled two
weeks ago, and then ancther 30
recently

“We Son't know why Maybe &t s 1o
mabe way for development® sald
Raviadran, who wrged hikers who
soe such girdiing being done 10 quick
Ty alert the Penang bdand Clry Councll
(MEFP) and relevant suthories.

Ravindran suid Dese trees hold up
hilslopes with Setr roots and with:
out thern, Landalates could ocour

Meanwhile, Pemang  Notani
Gardens curator Dr Saw Lerg Gean
voiked disappointment over the gie
ding of so many trees.

“The trees will ultimancly die. 2
il tade & long tene an Lhe roots basl
cally starve. When the bark contain
Ing cambium &5 removed, the top of
the trees will sl recetve waner from
the xylom and produce food Srough
photosyathesis

“The roots below still receive water
bt sop receiving food from e
Jeaven adove,” he explained, adding
that those troes were 80w Deyond
Vg

When Mhe Sier Inspecied the gir
died trees, a notice from MEFP was
foumdd on o of them

The nowce. under Section TOA of
Road. Dvaimage and Bulldings Act

174, was directed ot an Kh-pearobd
ladowner and 11 others om Dec 9,
ordering the ceasation of eartinwerks

It i Belleved e D poticr was
soed agaisst hill cleartng done
pearby that has since st

MEM mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang sd Se councll had started
Ivestigations amd conssltations with
expern.
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"We lormed & ranger team of 15
people comprining all members
and hikers (0 help keep an eye on hill
Acuviries” he said.

Arboriet Mohd Dulkry  Mobd
Hydzir sald the Norestry Deparsmens
ok be aleried to0.

“Alhough the trees are dying
notices can be lmued (o stop Sem
from heing felled” he sald
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